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Butte County In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS) 
Advisory Committee
April 5, 2011, Tuesday
10:00 a.m. – 12 Noon
2491 Carmichael Drive, Suite 300

Chico, California 

MINUTES
1. Call to Order-Mark Gordon, Chairperson  
Call to order was made at 10:07 a.m.  

2. Establishment of a Quorum-Laura Loriano, Vice Chairperson
A quorum was established.

Those in attendance were:  Committee Members:  Mark Gordon, Laura Loriano, Pat Anthony, Robert Catalano, Dorothy Churchill, and Robin Keehn; staff and support:  Arlene Hostetter, Eva Stafford, Linda Huffmon. Cheryl Leeth, Dominic Console and Sarah Okumbe informed the Committee that they were not able to attend.  

3. Minutes of February 22, 2011:  Review and Approval-Mark Gordon, Chairperson (Action)
The Minutes of February 22, 2011 were unanimously approved through a motion by Pat Anthony with a 2nd by Dorothy Churchill.

4. Bylaws Revision-Pat Anthony, Committee Member 

Pat stated that the Bylaws continue to go forward.  Arlene reported that the approval of the Bylaws is on the Board of Supervisors meeting Agenda for April 12, 2011, at approximately 9:00 a.m. 

5. Technology Needs for Legislative Liaison-Pat Anthony, Committee Member and Arlene Hostetter, Department of Employment and Social Services (DESS)
Arlene reported that the “reader” has been ordered and should be arriving by the end of this week.  The Fiscal Unit in DESS will prepare an Agreement stating the equipment is owned by DESS and is on loan to the Advisory Committee. 

6. Public Authority Operations-Eva Stafford, Public Authority (PA)
Eva asked for input on what the Committee Members would like to know about PA Operations.  Topics suggested include:  What is the status of access for consumers, how the trainings are proceeding, and the provider list status.  Eva reminded the Committee that provider orientations occur in Oroville every Tues. at 1 p.m. and on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays in Chico at 1 p.m.  Check-in is from 12:30-12:45 p.m.  Doors close promptly at 1:00 p.m. with no further admittance.

Website and contact info for the Public Authority (PA) was provided:  website-www.bcihsspa.org,  where Advisory Committee meeting Minutes, Registry information, Applications for the Registry can be found.  The PA toll free number is:  888-337-4477. The local number is:  530-538-5262.  There are four staff at the PA: Kara Hall, Service Specialist; Brad Lawton, Service Specialist Aid; Pam Parkhouse Service Specialist Aid; and Eva Stafford, Supervisor.  
The Registry is updated on a monthly basis.  Registry providers are to call the PA one time monthly to maintain their status on the registry.  A letter of removal is sent to the provider if they do not call and the provider is placed on terminated status. Often, the letter serves as a reminder to the provider and the PA receives a call which results in the provider being placed back on eligible registry status.  Registry recruitment is planned for the future to expand the registry.  
7. Addus, Provider Agency, Contract with Department of Employment and Social Services (DESS)-Arlene Hostetter, DESS
Arlene gave the background of the contract with Addus, stating that the contract has been in place for two years having been awarded through a Request for Proposals process.  There has been a gradual decrease in hours in the contract.  Criteria which qualify a consumer for Addus services include living in a remote area, having para-medical needs, lack of a support system, and/or a cognitive disability.  Those who do not meet these criteria have been transitioned to the Independent Provider (IP) mode of service.  Only three counties offer the mixed mode option.  
At this point, DESS would like to recommend to the Board of Supervisors that the Addus contract be extended for one year with the existing reduced hours, approximately 3,000 per month.  
Committee members discussed the proposal stating the concern that some consumers may need Addus services if other agencies’ services are reduced, and that there is a need for better training of Addus providers.  A suggestion included more training for consumers who may be new to the IP mode.
A motion was made by Robin Keehn with a second from Robert Catalano to recommend an extension of the contract for one year.  The motion passed unanimously with an abstention by Dorothy Churchill.

8. State and Local Budget-Arlene Hostetter, DESS
With the limited information available, Arlene gave an overview of state budget possibilities which relate to IHSS services.  One idea is that consumers will be enrolled in a new federal program seamlessly, making the cuts of over 8% unnecessary.  In addition, using medication machines on a pilot basis could be tried to see if it saves money due to less hospitalization.  The governor’s proposed June ballot initiative which would provide revenue for the state budget is not happening.

The bottom line is that the budget process is constantly changing resulting in decisions left in the air.  It is not known what will happen in the end; there is not a lot of concrete accurate information to report.

At this point, no layoffs are expected at the County DESS. 
9. Items to take to Board of Supervisors-Mark Gordon, Chairperson (Action)
A motion was made by Laura Loriano and seconded by Dorothy Churchill to draft a letter to the Board of Supervisors before the June 7th Advisory Committee meeting.  Motion passed unanimously. 

Pat Anthony, Mark Gordon, and Laura Loriano will be a sub-committee for the purpose of drafting this letter.   The letter will be presented and discussed at the June 7th Advisory Committee meeting, going out with the Agenda before the meeting.  Possible topics in the letter include the value of the Committee, desire of the Committee members to continue, value of the Committee to county staff, and a reminder that the Committee continues to carry out its charge as available advisors.
10. IHSS Advisory Committee Draft Budget Planning-Laura Loriano, Vice Chairperson
Laura presented the various possible scenarios for the future of the Advisory Committee:  same funding (about $53,000), reduced funding (possibly $6,000), or no funding.  Many sources are providing ambiguous information on this.  A most likely outcome is that the Advisory Committee will be provided with $3,000 from the state with the availability of $3,000 in federal match.  This may be in place by July 1, 2011.

There is confusion on the “mandate” from the state for the continuation of the Advisory Committees.  The Committee serves two purposes: advisory to the Public Authority Board and advisory to the Board of Supervisors regarding IHSS issues.  It is uncertain as to if the Committee will be mandated by the state and which role will be mandated.
Some members stated the importance of continuing to have a meeting assistant; this could be a major item in a future budget.  Having a meeting assistant helps the Chairperson provide a high level of service to the Committee because his professional duties are such that he needs support with his Committee duties.  Others stated the fact that some members are truly unpaid volunteers, while others are paid to attend meetings by the agencies that employ them.  It was suggested that members will be asked to do more to support the work of the Committee.  A question posed was “Could someone on the Committee take and submit the Minutes and organize the meetings by keeping Committee members informed?”
One of the reasons to have support from outside DESS rather than from county staff is to offer more independence for the Committee.

11. Change of date for next meeting-Linda Huffmon, Meeting Assistant

· Propose June 7, 2011  
All members agreed to change the next meeting date from May 10, 2011 to June 7, 2011, so that more information on the budget may be known.  Eva will put this change on the Public Authority web-site
12. California In-Home Supportive Services Consumer Alliance (CICA) Legislative Training Day is May 24, 2011, 10:00 a.m.-6:00 p.m., 429 J St., in Sacramento

Announcement made by Linda Huffmon that this event is occurring.
13. Public Comment-no public in attendance
14. Adjournment-Mark Gordon, Chairperson  
The meeting was adjourned at 11:33 a.m.

15. Next meeting date:  June 7, 2011 
· Time: 10:00 a.m.-noon
· Location:  2491 Carmichael Drive, Suite 300, Chico, CA
· Across street from Butte Community Employment Center (CEC)

· On building:  “Butte County Regional Occupational Program” 
Minutes submitted by Linda Huffmon, Meeting Assistant
