



BUTTE IN-HOME SUPPORTIVE SERVICES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Minutes from February 12, 2008
Members Present:  Mark Gordon, chair; Dan Grover, vice-chair; David Brown; Diane Cooper; Rosie Grinnell; Cheryl Leeth; Domenic Console; Margery Avila; Dorothy Churchill
Public/agency representatives present:    Gail Ennis, CUHWU; Robin Keehn, Area 2 board rep from FNRC.
Staff:  Pamela Hospers; Linda Huffmon.
Welcome and introductions:  Mark called the meeting to order at 10:08 with a welcome and introductions around the table.
Quorum:  Dan provided the definition of a quorum from the by-laws and found that there was representation present to establish the quorum for this meeting.

Recognition:  Mark recognized David Brown as first and recent past chair of the Advisory Committee for seven years with words of commendation and a plaque.  

Role of IHSS AC:  Review and history of IHSS AC was provided by Mark and David.  History identified the difficulty before the AC as IHSS were not easily communicated to the Board of Supervisors and Adult Services due to inconsistencies and availability of the community to participate.  The AC became the ear and communicator to the board.  Later the AC was given the task to research, review and recommend the implementation of the Public Authority to be the employer of record for IHSS and to advise as to outside contracts, i.e. ADDUS.  There was an old history of problems with IHSS referrals, the movement between systems, and the ultimate outcome with the Public Authority system recommended by the AC to the Board of Supervisors which was adopted about five years ago.  The goals for larger lists of providers and better background checks were at issue, and while improvements have been made, they continue to be at issue.  Pam reviewed Welfare and Institutions Code 12301.3, establishing and defining the IHSS Advisory Committee.  Dan referenced the by-laws and noted the larger role is to act as advisor to the Board of Supervisors for IHSS as a whole.
Meetings:  Mark, Dan and Pam reviewed the AC meeting process.  Role of the chair is to keep the meeting moving and within time limits which may necessitate limitations on discussions to keep the agenda moving.  One option is to move issues to the next meeting for further discussions, intent is to not insult anyone, but to make sure the agenda is met.  It may be necessary to add meetings to the calendar, either on a regular basis, or as special meetings.  Dan reviewed by-laws as to how meetings are conducted.    Pam and Linda reviewed differences between informal and formal meetings and the necessity of posting meetings with three or more committee members.
Agenda approval:  Pam requested that item 23 be removed from the agenda as it is not ready for presentation yet.  With that request approved, Dan motioned that the agenda be approved, Diane seconded, all approved.

Notes from October 22, 2007:  as there was not a quorum on 10/22, no official minutes were taken.  Pam Hospers shared the notes she kept from that date.  The minutes from July 23, 2007 will be reviewed for approval at the next regular meeting.
Minutes of November 27, 2007:    With a spelling correction in paragraph 6, line 4, last word as has, not as, David moved the minutes be approved, Domenic seconded and all approved.

State Budget Report:  Pam presented information on the State Budget proposals that the California Association of Public Authorities (CAPA) will be using in their legislative education.  Margery asked that a copy be sent to her.  Dorothy expressed concern as to the proposed reductions in Medi-Cal and how that will impact the availability of medical providers.  Pam presented basic information as to the budget: 18% cut to IHSS, and lengthier time between some assessments (18 months).  If interested, Advisory Committee members may want to attend events in Sacramento addressing this.  Dan will keep committee members advised as he hears of the events.

Legislation:  Pam reviewed the following bills:

AB 851 – extends Medi-Cal eligibility for elderly, disabled and blind, eliminates the sunset date.
AB 1674 – a proposal for a pilot project for five counties to provide IHSS services (registry) to the public through the Public Authority or a like consortium as private pay.

AB 692 – Allows Public Authorities or like consortiums to conduct criminal background checks through DOJ for individuals not eligible for county IHSS, but seeking information for privately hired IHSS workers.
For further information, committee members can access www.leginfo.ca.us where the bills, status and history are listed in full.

Union Negotiations/Health Benefits update:  Pam reported there is no new news.  There have been two meetings since the last AC meeting, 12/10/07 and 1/9/08.  There has been no further agreements between CUHWU representatives and the Public Authority or County representatives.
IHSS AC Budget:  Pam reviewed the proposed budget for this year fiscal year 07/08 with the AC and answered questions.  Due to a lack of quorum and lengthy agendas in the past, this has not been approved.  Domenic moved for approval, Cheryl seconded, all approved.

Provider Survey:  Pam provided copies of the Provider Survey to be mailed out during the next month.  She requested any comments, concerns, or questions be forwarded to her by 2/19/08 as she would like to get them in the mail asap.

Brown Act Training:  Linda reviewed the need and options for Brown Act training.  A motion was made by Margery that the proposal for Elizabeth McGie from the County Counsel’s office be requested to provide the training, Domenic seconded, all approved.  There was discussion for dates with 3/25 at 11 am as the first choice for a date, and 3/18 at 11 am as the second choice.  Linda will contact Elizabeth and see if those dates and times work for her, and Pam will look for a meeting room.  As this is not a meeting per se, but training, it will not need to be posted (see later discussion).
Time Card issues:  Cheryl provided information as to issues that have arisen regarding family provider time cards specific to parent providers with protective care.  Adult Services/IHSS Supervisors have been meeting to address the issues and to develop written policies and procedures to provide a reference for and consistency between social workers.  Cheryl has gathered a lot of information and the supervisors are using it.  It will take time to make sure it is done right.  Margery requested that the questions she posed to Cheryl be shared with the Advisory Committee; Pam will send them out electronically.  Margery made a motion to develop a subcommittee to review the questions and provide input to the supervisors developing the policy.  There was lengthy discussion on the matter as to what a sub-committee can do.  Due to the lack of time, it was moved to address the issue at the meeting in March on the Brown Act.  Due to this, the meeting will need to be posted and a half hour added to the meeting.  It was agreed that this would be the only agenda item at that time and that the Brown Act training will start 30 minutes after the meeting starts, or sooner if the sub-committee issue is resolved before that.
Review of new committee member binders:  Pam briefly reviewed the new binders presented to the committee members, they have the following sections and materials in them: Individual Board Appointments; 12301.3 W & I Code; By-laws; 2007 Strategic Plan; Contact Information; Expense Claims; Agendas; Minutes; Other; name tags and notepads.
Future Meetings:  Dates for the regularly set meetings for 2008 will be May 13, August 12 and November11.  

Items for next meeting:  Ideas for the agenda for the next regularly scheduled meeting should be sent to Mark Gordon, Dan Grover or Linda Huffmon.

Expense Claims:  Due to lack of time, this agenda item was forwarded to the May 13th meeting.

Public Comments:  None.

Committee Photo:  Postponed to the May 13th meeting due to lack of time.

Adjournment:  Mark adjourned the meeting at 12:10 pm.
Next meeting:    March 25, 2008, 3:00 pm, Chico Public Library, 1108 Sherman Ave.
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