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IHSS Advisory Committee Minutes

Butte County In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS) 
Advisory Committee
August 9, 2011; Tuesday
10:00 a.m. – 12 Noon
2445 Carmichael Drive, Sequoia Room – Butte County Employment Center

Chico, California 

APPROVED MINUTES
1. Call to Order - Mark Gordon, Chairperson
The meeting was called to order by Mark at 10:20 a.m.
2. Establishment of a Quorum - Laura Loriano, Vice Chairperson
A quorum was established.  
Those in attendance were:  Committee Members - Laura Loriano, Robert Catalano, Dorothy Churchill, Dominic Console, Sarah Okumbe, and Robin Keehn; Staff - Cheryl Leeth, Eva Stafford and Shelby Boston; and, Public - Larry Camden, SK Catalano and Linda Huffmon.  
3. Minutes Review/Approval - Mark Gordon, Chairperson (Action)
MOTION: To approve as written, the Minutes of June 7, 2011 meeting. 

M/S/C Console/Catalano/Unanimous.
Robin offered to take notes and draft Minutes for this meeting.
4. Approval or Additions to the Agenda - Mark Gordon, Chairperson (Action)
Agenda was revised to add a report from Cheryl Leeth and item renumbering.
5. County Update – Cheryl Leeth, Program Manager for Adult Services Division

Cheryl reported on: 
Medical Certification Forms August 1st is the start date for collecting forms from recipients certifying IHSS eligibility. The 2 page form took about 6 months to develop and must be completed and returned in 45 days by a recipient’s Doctor, or other authorized person. The form is required for new IHSS recipients. Current recipients must complete the form at their annual review with social worker assistance if needed. Forms will be kept in the case file and not redone, unless there is a major change. 
Medication Dispensing Machine Update Health Services (DHS) and stakeholders continue to meet on piloting the use of machines which are hoped to reduce emergency room visits and hospitalization due to mismanagement of medications. DHS is trying to secure federal funds; evaluate the different machines; predict cost saving impact; select the pilots; and, develop monitoring procedures.  
6. Public Authority Operations - Eva Stafford, Public Authority Supervisor
Things are going smoothly at the Registry. Background checks are being completed. There are 110 “active” providers. Another 185 are on a “terminated” list due to lack of monthly check-in calls. They can be reactivated fairly easily. People who’ve made no contact for 1year are “purged” and must reapply to be added to a registry provider list. Work on the Care Provider Handbook continues but was delayed due to staff reductions and recent changes in the law. Eva also noted her new work schedule and took questions primarily about worker hours and coverage in unplanned situations.
7. Reading Device Technology Demonstration - Pat Anthony, Member
Pat demonstrated the impressive, easy to use and very transportable “ABiSEE” reading device. It reads, in good techno voice, most any item placed face up including small print, columns and footnotes. With more sophisticated software it could likely read foreign languages and knitting patterns.
8. State/Local Budgets - Shelby Boston, Assistant Director Children & Adult Services
Shelby, Arlene Hostetter’s DESS replacement, discussed the large cuts to the County, including IHSS and this Advisory Committee.  She reviewed proposed budget allocation and meeting schedule.  The Committee had a lengthy discussion including: meeting 3 times a year, reducing CICA dues, support staff duties and value, Member facilitation needs, newsletter activity and the unanimous agreement of the Committee’s value in learning from and sharing information with County staff, as well as, represent IHSS recipients. 
MOTION: Accept the County budget proposal of $5900 with allocations of: $4428 for Support Services provided by Linda Huffmon; County administrative cost; and, the remaining $600 for CICA dues and/or other costs.

M/S/C Loriano/Keehn/Unanimous
9. Future of IHSS Advisory Committee – All
  (Topic addressed elsewhere)
10. CA In-Home Supportive Services Consumer Alliance (CIAC) – Sarah Okumbe
Sarah encouraged all to dial into the Aug. 18th tele-conference call. Details can be found on the website. These monthly calls provide information, education and community building. Due to budget cuts, CIAC is reviewing their dues and organizational operation.

11. Other Business

Linda Huffmon was presented with a card and gift certificate, from the Advisory Committee with gratitude for her many years of good work. 
12. Public Comment

Earlier in the meeting Robert’s father spoke about his upset over the Board of Supervisor’s lack of respect for the Committee. Specifically, he felt the Board should have responded, in writing, after getting the letter from their Committee. He also noted many concerns about the state budget and legislative process. 
13. Adjournment-Mark Gordon, Chairperson
The meeting was adjourned at: 12:00 p.m.
14. Next meeting information:  
a. Date:  Nov. 8, 2011 
b. Time: 10:00 a.m.-noon
c. Location: 2445 Carmichael Drive, Willow Room – Butte Community Employment Center
